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Middle Youth Ministry

Religious Education

CATECHESIS AT SAINT PAUL
Catechesis is a life-long process.  Its goal is to put Christians into a loving relationship with our all loving God through Jesus Christ.

Teaching a sound knowledge of the faith is indeed important, but as the General Directory of Catechesis states, “The aim of catechetical activity consists in precisely this: to encourage a living, explicit and fruitful profession of faith.”  Therefore, knowledge alone is not enough; our primary intent is that people choose to live it.  Toward this end, catechesis at Saint Paul will include worship, message, sacraments, community building and service.  Through its living faith, the community strives to communicate the person and the message of Jesus Christ.

It is important that catechetical ministry be a partnership of the parish community, the family and systematic catechesis working together to form a living faith.

The curriculum of our catechesis is formed from sacred Scripture, and documents of the Roman Catholic Church; especially the General Directory of Catechesis, Catechism of the Catholic Church; and the Curriculum Guidelines of the Archdiocese of Washington. Text books are reviewed and approved by the US Council of Catholic Bishops.
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SAINT PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH

9240 DAMASCUS ROAD

DAMASCUS, MARYLAND 20872

General Office Staff Phone Number …………..…301-253-2027

Pastor….Rev. Joseph B. Pierce X107

Patty Whitehouse, Parish Secretary X101

pwhitehouse@stpauldamascus.org
Maria Stanton, Director of Liturgy/Music/RCIA X106

mstanton@stpauldamascus.org
Sherrie Wade, Director of Social Concerns X105

swade@stpauldamascus.org
Religious Education Staff Phone Number………301-253-5941

Lisa Nueslein, Director of Religious Education X103

lnueslein@stpauldamascus.org
Core office hours: M-Th 1:00 – 5:00
Julie Sparacino, Minister of Religious Education X115

jsparacino@stpauldamascus.org
Core office hours: (August – June) – M-Th 9:00 – 2:00
Patricia A. Woods, Religious Education Secretary X101

pwoods@stpauldamascus.org
Megan McQuin, Youth Ministry Coordinator X117

ym@stpauldamascus.org
The Parish Office is located in the lower level of the Rectory.

General Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00-5:00 P.M.  With the exception of our Youth Minister, the Religious Education staff are full time.  However, their schedules/days flex on a regular basis to meet the needs of events.  Core office hours are those times when you will be able to reach them by phone or in person. Outside of those times, staff will be available by appointment.  Contact each individual for specific hours.
Saint Paul Middle Youth Ministry

This program has 5 components.

· Mass (celebration of the Eucharist) 

· Faith formation

· Community

· Service

· Prayer

The goal of this program is to lead, witness, equip, and empower our youth to:

· a personal prayer-filled relationship with Jesus

· live as disciples of Christ

· know what we believe as Catholics

· be engaged in the life of the parish

· celebrate Confirmation at a time appropriate for each individual (traditionally in the fall of 9th grade )

· transition to high school Youth Ministry program

Program Components

· Mass – every Sunday and Holy Days of obligation (there are six holy days of obligation in the dioceses in the U.S.) 

· Catechetical sessions held 2 times per month for 2 hours.  These will include education, prayer, fellowship, snack and social time.

· Faith Field Trip Pilgrimage 

· Social Justice (service and advocacy) 

· Social gatherings (fellowship) 

· Confirmation preparation will take place within this program.

· Community fellowship will include family events.
Catechetical Sessions

Bi-monthly catechetical sessions are held at Saint Paul

Sundays – 2:45 to 4:45 pm

Wednesdays – 6:30 to 8:30 pm

Thursdays – 4:30 to 6:30 pm

Catechetical sessions include a prayer gathering.  All students will have the opportunity to lead gathering with their class.  Each student is expected to serve in the gathering as part of their faith formation.

Arrive to session on time and stay until the end.  Because frequent late arrivals and early dismissals are disruptive to the other students in the class, we cannot allow late arrivals and early dismissals to be a regular event - even during sports seasons.   We do provide a home-schooling option, for those who need maximum scheduling flexibility.

Please note that if a student’s pattern of attendance/punctuality is seriously disruptive to the learning group, the parish Director of Religious Education has the authority to not allow a student to remain in the program and/or request that the student transfer to the home schooling program.

We do recognize that occasional absence or tardiness cannot be helped.  In those cases, we ask parents to notify the program coordinator as soon as possible so that we can minimize disruption to the group and provide make-up assignments so the student may keep up with the group’s learning.
Faith Field Trip Pilgrimage

Grow spiritually by participating in the appropriate Faith Field Trip Pilgrimage 

· 5th/6th graders will make a day pilgrimage on October 21, 2011 to the Franciscan Monastery

· 7th/8th graders will make a day pilgrimage on January 23, 2012 to a location TBA

Social Justice/Service

An awareness of the importance of and vital need for performing service to others is critical in preparing the candidates for Confirmation.  Throughout Scripture we are called to love our neighbor and stand up for justice and peace.  Since service and justice are so important to our identity as Catholic Christians, we ask that the participants make Social Justice a priority.  Serving others is not something we do “to get it over with”.  It is something we do because we recognize the presence of Jesus in all persons and in all of God’s creation.

All PreConfirmation participants and families are asked to serve at the parish Good As New Sale held twice each year (pick one):
· October 30th through November 5th
· April 29th through May 5th
Participants can serve as set up on the initial day, sorting and pricing the incoming items, and serving during the sale, which will be held the final two days.

Those students who are not able to serve in this ministry with his/her peers should contact Julie Sparacino to determine how the student will participate in the service life of our parish community.

Confirmation I participants and families are asked to serve at Community Service Day.  The first Community Service Day will be held Saturday, October 22nd.  There may be a day held in
the spring as well, but that has not yet been determined.  Participants will serve at the home of an elderly parishioner the spring as well, but that has not yet been determined.  Participants will serve at the home of an elderly parishioner. Those students who are not able to serve in this ministry with his/her peers should contact Julie Sparacino to determine other approved events in the service life of our parish community. 

Confirmation Candidates are asked to connect with a ministry in our parish and develop an ongoing and a regular commitment to service.  Sponsors are encouraged to participate as well.  More information is provided in the Confirmation Preparation Guidebook.

Socials

Social activities provide an opportunity for our participants to come together for fellowship, companionship, support and fun!  We cannot be the ‘Body of Christ’ unless we know each other.  Although we consider fellowship with their Catholic peers an important part of their formation, we will only hold socials if parent volunteers come forth to plan and implement them.
Confirmation
Youth at Saint Paul traditionally celebrate Confirmation in the fall of 9th grade.  However, the time of formation of a baptized Christian is understood to include the whole period following baptism.  Thus, from the age of reason, it benefits children to participate in a faith education program provided by the parish to augment the formation that they receive within their families. At Saint Paul parish, specific preparation for the Rite of Confirmation begins in the Confirmation I program (traditionally 7th gr.) and continues in the Confirmation II program (traditionally 8th gr.) For those children who have not participated consistently in a Catholic parish faith education program, the Pastor will consult with the catechetical leader and parents and determine the type 
of preparation required to best prepare the candidate to actively participate in the Rite of Confirmation and live as an active disciple of Jesus Christ.  We recognize that each person’s life of faith is unique, while we also strive to maintain the integrity of the Church’s sacraments.  All Confirmation Candidates will receive a Confirmation Preparation Guidebook with detailed information on the parish’s confirmation preparation program.
Communication
We make every effort to effectively communicate with parents on a regular and consistent basis.  Communication will be made through email, the weekly Parish Bulletin, and through the parish website.   The majority of the respondents to our last parent survey indicated a preference for electronic communication.  When necessary, you may receive communication through regular mail.  It is very important that you look for and read all communications to keep up-to-date with your child’s program.
Host Family Volunteer Requirement

Host Families are an essential part of our program.  The catechetical sessions cannot run without them.  Four families are assigned as the “Host Family” at each catechetical session.  Each family will be assigned to host only 2 or 3 sessions during the religious education year.  We think that this is a reasonable commitment.  As a host family, one parent must stay for the entire session to participate in these activities:

· Arrive 15 minutes early to set up space for the session.

· Please dress appropriately as you will need to set up tables, chairs, etc. (High heels are not recommended.)

· Monitor the doors.

· Check bathrooms at the beginning and end and stock with paper and supplies.

· Monitor parking lots at dismissal.

· Break down space, as instructed.

· Any other tasks needed.
When you arrive at the Church Hall there will be a volunteer that will provide you with instructions for the night.  There will be some down time while classes are in session. You will be provided with a schedule of host families for the year.  If you cannot attend your assigned session, it is very important that you to switch with another family.  We make every effort to 
send an email reminder a few days prior to your scheduled date.  Without your presence, a very heavy burden is placed on our volunteer session coordinator.
Roles and Responsibilities of Parents

“As the primary educators of their children:  parents are to be intimately involved in the catechesis for Confirmation.  This will help them renew and strengthen their own faith, besides enabling them to set a better example for their children.”(
NCD, no. 119)

As a condition of participation in this program, parents are expected to:

· Participate in Mass with your child on a weekly basis.

· Commit a minimum of 4 volunteer hours per quarter to the program.

· Discuss with your child the material being studied; including sharing your perspective on how the material may be applied to your family life. (reaping your faith).

· Pray for your child’s spiritual growth every day.

· Support and encourage completion of assignments, activities and expectations.

· Faithfully bring your child to classes, retreats, meetings and special events 

· Assist in retreats, service work, meetings, classes, spiritual events and social events.

· Model responsible and active church membership for your child.

Ways that you can support your parish religious education program!
Adolescent catechesis takes a parish!
This model uses a team approach made up of multiple adult role models with diverse talents and gifts. Please consider signing up for one of the following roles:

· Social justice team

· Retreat team

· Music ministry

· Social activities team

· Fellowship and hospitality

· Communication and promotion

· Core ministry team

· Volunteer coordinator

· Catechist team

· Confirmation team

· Youth leadership team

· Technology support

· Fundraising.

Participant Information and Expectations

Program Levels
· PreConfirmation:  This is the first year of our Middle School Program and usually is composed of 6th grade students.
· Confirmation I:  This is the second year of our Middle School Program and begins the two-year period of intense preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Depending on individual formation, this group is usually a mixture of 7th and 8th grade students.
· Confirmation II:  This is the third year of our Middle School Program and the most intense year of preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Again, due to varying formation journeys, a mixture of 8th and 9th grade students can be included.

 Program Materials and Resources
· Texts – Call to Faith (Our Sunday Visitor/Harcourt)

· Catholic Youth Bible – provided in 6th grade to be used for all three years

· Faithfully bring your child to classes, retreats, meetings and special events.

Participation/Preparedness

· Come to each session prepared, with text booklet, Bible and folder.

· Confirmation Candidates should bring their Confirmation Preparation Guidebook in addition to the above items.

· Come with a positive and cooperative attitude

· Arrive on time and remain for entire session

Absenteeism Policy
· For PreConfirmation and Confirmation I, there is a grace of 2 absences.  Session content is expected to be made up as assigned by the catechist or the Religious Education Office.

· For Confirmation II, given the importance of this sacramental year, there is a grace of 1 absence.  Session content is expected to be made up as assigned by the catechist or the Religious Education Office.
Behavior - “Love one another as I have loved you”

By keeping these classroom rules you will show respect for God, your catechist, fellow learners, and yourself!

R

Raise your hand to speak

E
Enter our gathering place on time and respectfully

S

Stay with your group

P

Practice consideration by listening to others

E
Enjoy your sessions but respect other’s space and property

C
Contribute to class activities and follow directions of your teacher

T

Take time to pray

Please:

· No inappropriate touching or roughhousing will be tolerated.

· Youth are to remain with their group at all times.

· Youth are to treat with respect their group leader/catechist, volunteers, each other, and all resources and supplies at all times.

· Use of cell phones is never permitted at any religious education event, especially during session time.  Catechists reserve the right to collect cell phones at the start of the session for return at the end of the session.
· No gum chewing allowed.
· Sacred space must be treated appropriately.
Lastly, for everyone’s safety, we are adamant that all participants at all Religious Education events agree to stay at the designated site and not leave without permission.  In addition, participants who have not registered, paid and submitted a permission slip will not be allowed to remain at any event. We anticipate and appreciate your understanding and cooperation.

Disciplinary Guidelines
When the FIRST problem arises, the catechist will attempt to resolve the situation immediately in or after class. The SECOND incident with that same student may warrant removal from the classroom/group as a “time out”.  A follow-up phone call is usually placed to parents at that time. Any further incidents of inappropriate behavior may require the parent to retrieve their child from class followed by a meeting with the parents, our Director of Religious Education and/or our Middle School Coordinator to determine the best course of action. Our goal is to address behavior issues promptly to ensure a positive experience for all.
Administrative

Arrival/Dismissal Procedures

In order to safeguard our youth, we have established the following arrival and dismissal procedure:
All youth must be dropped off no sooner than 10 minutes before the session starts at the Church Hall.  Saint Paul does not accept responsibility for any youth dropped off earlier.

At the end of the session time, your youth must be signed out, on time, by a parent or designated adult in the Church Hall.  With up to 50+ youth at each session, we need to have a way to know the whereabouts of each participant.  Remember, volunteers are running this program and would like to leave on time as well.

This means that no youth will be allowed to walk into the parking lot to meet their parent, sibling or other adult.  Also, no youth will be allowed to walk up to the Church for Mass without an adult to sign him/her out and accompany them.  Lastly, no youth will be allowed to walk home after our program without an adult to sign him/her out and accompany them, or written 

permission on file.  No program volunteer has the authority to deviate from this procedure in any way.  We hope that parents view this as it is intended:  a concern for our children’s safety.

Cancellation of Classes

We follow the Montgomery County Public School closing policy for inclement weather. Please track school closing announcements via public media as we will not contact you if schools are closed.

· Are there various forms of school closings? Yes.  If Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) cancels after school activities, we DO NOT have class/events.  This is true even if the MCPS allows for community activities to continue.  We DO have class/events when MCPS allow after school activities to be held.  The school system will specify the type of closing when they make the announcement.

· What if Saint Paul cancels? If something arises shortly before classes requiring St. Paul to cancel, you will receive a phone call.  We also ask that you monitor your email.
Registration and Deadlines
Families must be registered, active parishioner of Saint Paul Parish to enroll their children in the Religious Education program.  Religious Education registration occurs from June-August each year.  New parishioners are always welcome and invited to call the Religious Education office for information.

Registration for individual religious education events such as retreats and socials will be handled on an event-specific basis. All participants (including guests) must sign up for the event in advance, submit payment and submit a permission slip in order to attend.  Registration deadlines are necessary for planning purposes.  Usually, no registrations will be accepted after
the deadline has passed.  Under no circumstances should any unregistered participant simply show up at the time of the event.  If this occurs, the parent will be called and asked to pick up their child.  We cannot allow walk-ins at most events.

For most events, it is acceptable to bring a friend who is not a part of our program.  There are times when space is limited and we therefore cannot make this accommodation.  Please carefully read the flyer to determine if space allows friends.
Tuition

The fee includes text books and supplies for children, catechist manuals and resources, catechist formation audio-visual materials and other overhead expenses necessary to run a large program. The tuition does not cover the full cost of our programs.  Parents are encouraged to follow the stewardship model which means contributing a higher fee if you are able (sacrificial and prayerful giving).  Any family in need of financial assistance should contact Julie Sparacino or Lisa Nueslein.

Safe Environment

The Archdiocese of Washington and the Saint Paul Community are committed to providing a healthy and safe environment in which our children can experience and learn about their faith, in accord with the Archdiocesan child protection policies and procedures.  Pursuant to state law, we are required to report suspected child abuse. The Archdiocese of Washington also requires persons having significant contact with children to be fingerprinted, give authorization for a criminal background screening, and attend training. This is done under the supervision of the Archdiocese of Washington.  The Archdiocesan Child Protection Policy is available online at www.adw.org. All parents are strongly encouraged to review this policy.

Any and all questions or pastoral needs may be directed to the Pastor or a pastoral team member (staff.)  Please do not hesitate to call for assistance.
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