
                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last week I introduced the topic of “Church Etiquette” that I want to explore with you during the Lent and 
Easter seasons.  Before we jump into the do’s and the don’ts of behavior, we need to spend a bit of time on 
background.  Specifically, the theology and history of our devotions and worship need to be explored to a 
certain extent.  Also, I will say this a lot over the coming weeks to continually drive the point home.  All 
of our do’s and don’ts exist for one purpose, to foster Love of God and Love of our Neighbor. 
 
The first thing I want to cover is the idea of the Lord’s day itself.  Contemporary society has made the idea 
of the Lord’s day anachronistic on a host of levels.  To give you a couple of ideas of what I mean, you 
only have to take a look at recent history and current social practices.  
 
Growing up in the South, the idea of going to “shop” on Sunday was unheard of.  I can’t speak for 
Maryland, but in Virginia we had to shop on Saturday. Many states and municipalities had what were 
called “blue laws.”   The reason, of course, as to make Sunday a day of rest.  Well, those days are gone. So 
too is the idea among many Christians that Sunday is a day of rest.    
 
Today, I’d bet most people do not even have a clue as to what Sunday ought to be.  Safeway, along with 
every other store, seems to do a banner business on Sunday.  How do I know?  Well, yes, I’ve been there, 
not to spy, but shop just like everyone else.   
 
I try not to make a habit of it.  But, like many of you, it becomes a necessity.  Even the clergy make 
compromises.  When you look at the other things that also come into the picture, like sports events or other 
social engagements,  it’s no wonder that our ability to keep this day for the Lord becomes difficult.   
 
Next week I want to look at the why we should look at our habits and see the reasons for changing our 
behavior, especially if we’ve crossed the line of respect for the Day of the Lord.  As Catholics, our 
teaching about Sunday has not changed.  What we need to ask is whether our behavior is leading us away 
from being good disciples.  
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From The Pastor’s Desk 



 

February 28, 2010 
This Week at Saint Paul’s 

 
 
Monday,  March 1,  2010 
9:00am Daily Mass  [Intention for Peter Reale] (NC) 
6:30-8:00pm Bible Study for Teens (Conf I) 
7:00-8:15pm Religious Ed (DHS) 
7:00-9:00pm GA-Acts Bible Study (CH) 
7:00-9:00pm Scout Den Meeting (Conf II) 
7:00-9:00pm Four the Spirit Practice (C) 
Tuesday,  March 2,  2010 
9:00am  Daily Mass  (NC) 
10:00am-12:00pm GA-Acts Bible Study (CH) 
7:00-8:30pm Scout Pack Parent Meeting (Conf I) 
7:30-9:30pm Just Faith (Conf II) 
7:30-9:30pm Prayer Group (NC) 
8:30-9:30pm AA Meeting (CH)                         
Wednesday,  March 3,  2010 
9:30am-12:00pm Women’s Sharing Group (CH) 
5:30-6:30pm  Teen Music Group (NC) 
7:30-9:00pm Why Catholic Group (Conf II) 
7:30 First Wednesday Mass (NC) 
8:00-9:00pm Healing Service (NC) 
Thursday,  March 4,  2010 
9:00am Daily Mass  (NC) 
5:00-6:15pm Religious Ed (DHS) 
7:00-8:30pm H.S. Youth Ministry Planning Meeting (NC)  
7:00-9:00pm Early Church History (Conf I) 
7:00-10:00pm Life Teen Band Practice (C) 
8:00-10:00pm Knights of Columbus (CH) 
Friday,  March 5,  2010 
9:00am Daily Mass  (NC) 
6:00-7:00pm Lenten Soup Supper (CH/Kit) 
7:00-8:00pm Stations of the Cross (C) 
Saturday,  March 6,  2010 
9:00am First Saturday Mass (NC) 
3:30pm-4:30pm Reconciliation (C) 
5:00pm  Mass 
7:00-9:00pm Middle School Social (CH)  
Sunday,  March 7,  2010 
7:30, 9:00, 11:00am, 5:00pm Masses (C) 
9:00am & 11:00am Children’s Liturgy/Word 
9:30am-11:00am CIC (Conf I) 
9:30am-11:00am RCIA (NC)/RCIA Inquiry (Conf II) 
9:00am Mass [Intention for Michael Blocklin] 
11:00am Mass [Intention for Deacon John Leonard] 
12:30-2:00pm Living Stations Rehearsal (C) 
2:45-4:45pm Middle School Session (NC/CH/Sac/APR) 
3:00pm-5:00pm Life Teen Band Practice (C) 
5:00pm Mass  
 
 
 

Legend: C – Church, CH - Church Hall, NC - Norris Chapel, 
DHS - Damascus High School, DRC- Damascus Recreation 
Center,  GR – Grounds, KIT - CH Kitchen, Conf I &  II – 
Rectory Conference Rooms, APR – All Purpose Room in 
Church, SAC – Sacristy STP – Saint Paul Facilities 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR HEALING  
 

Here are opportunities for you to request prayers for 
healing for you or a loved one: 
 

·  1st Sunday of the month  
Between the 8:30 and 11:00 am Masses 
Members of the Prayer and Healing Team will be 
present to take prayer requests and pray with you. 
 

·  1st Tuesday of the month  
After the 9:00 am Mass, at the foot of the altar; in the 
Norris Chapel; 
 

·  1st Wednesday of the month Mass  - 7:30 pm 
8:00pm – 9:00 pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 
Sacrament of Reconciliation & Prayer for Healing; in 
the Norris Chapel; 
 

·  Traditional Prayer Chain  – Call:  
Ginny Clifford 301-253-4910 or  
Carol Dutil 301-253-1992; 
 

·  E-mail – Send a request by E-mail to 
StPauls.PrayerRequest@Verizon.net 
 

·  By Appointment – Call Jerry Linn 301-253-8647; or 
the parish secretary – When invited, a prayer team will 
join you in prayer for you or your loved ones in the 
hospital, nursing home, your home or the Norris 
Chapel. 
 
 

Pray for the healing of the following people:   
Maria Grace Perella, Vincent Bernard Perella, David 
McGehee, Christopher Marquez, Ernest Travers, Sandy 
Rhodes, Pat Lawson, Evelyn and Earl Rollison,  and 
William Bell. 
 
Names on the prayer list need to be renewed on a 
regular basis. Call the office with your requests or 
renewals. Names will only be included on our prayer list 
if they have been submitted by a relative or by the 
person requesting prayers themselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

LLEENNTTEENN  SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE  22001100  --   CCHHAANNGGEE  OOUURR  HHEEAARRTTSS  
  

WEDNESDAY EVENING MASS/THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
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RECONCILIATION SERVICES 
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Liturgy 

LENTEN MATERIALS WILL BE ON SALE IN THE NARTHEX  
 THE FIRST & SECOND WEEKENDS DURING LENT 



 
 
 

Solidarity will Transform the World 
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For 35 years Catholic Relief Services’ Operation Rice Bowl has offered Catholics in the United States a way to connect 
with our brothers and sisters overseas. This Lenten season, Catholic Relief Services invites Catholics to Pray with their 
families and faith communities; Fast in solidarity with those who hunger; Learn about our global community and the 
challenges of poverty overseas; and Give sacrificial contributions to those in need.  Twenty-five percent of your 
contributions remain in our own diocese to fund local poverty and hunger alleviation programs. 
 
Through Christ’s presence in the Eucharist, we are connected in solidarity with our brothers and sisters around the world. 
During this season of Lent our parish will explore this connection through our participation in the CRS Operation Rice 
Bowl and the following ways: 
 

All Collections Due Palm Sunday, March 28th 
 
Blood drive – sign up for Sunday March 28, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. online 
https://www.membersforlife.org/rccm/bdc/login.php, provide your email address, date of 
birth, and sponsor code 15502 o r call the Rectory at 301-253-2027. 

  
 

Rice Bowl - Giving Hope to a World of Need – empty your contribution into the big rice bowl you’ll 
find in the Narthex. 
  
 

Solidarity Concert – To benefit the people in Haiti Saturday, February 27th  - 7:00  to 8:30 p.m. at         
            Saint Paul Church. 

 
Easter Baskets – Bring candy and/ or completed basket for the Montgomery 
                             County shelters. 
 

 

Food Drive – The Archdiocese of Washington and Catholic Charities have partnered in a  “ Share in 
Hope” food drive March 13 -14 to benefit our local Capital Area Food Bank. 

 
Diapers for local families - All sizes are needed. 

 
 
Honduras collection - Items such as vitamins (children, adults and prenatal) Neosporin, band aids. 
 
 
Marian Assisted Living - Needs Bingo prizes or toiletries   

 
 
 
Damascus Senior Center – Needs small Birthday Party gifts. 
 

Social Concerns/Pastoral Care 



 

 
 

ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 

 
Upcoming events: 
Date  Event  Location  Who? 
March 
1 & 4 

Religious 
Education  

DHS Level 3-5 

March 
1 & 4 

Lenten 
Workshop  

DHS K-2- Parents 
invited 

March 
5th ; 
7:00  

Parish 
Stations of 
the Cross 
(led by 
children) 

Church  All  

March 
6th; 7-
9 pm 

Middle 
School 
Spring Party 
(see flyer 
for details) 

Church 
Hall 

Middle 
School Youth 

March 
9th; 
7:00 

Parish 
Vocations 
Night 

Church All 
Parishioners 
welcome 
(Appropriate 
for youth 10 
and above) 

 
 
 

OUR 3RD RETREAT 
OPPORTUNITY: 

MS AND PARISH 
LENTEN RETREAT 
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MS SOCIAL :  Spring Party:  Saturday, 
March  6th;  7 to 9 p.m. in the Church 
Hall .  Cost is $5.  We are looking for 
donated food items.  Please see flyer for 
more details.  Contact Cindy Mengle at 
rcmengle@verizon.net  with questions. 

�
�
8th -12th grade! It’s coming…April 9-11th.  
It’s a bird, it’s a plane, it’s…. FIRE & 
ICE! Go home, block off on your calendar 
AND keep checking back for more 
 
Why Catholic? Journey Through the 
Catechism – what’s next is happening now!  
Join us to reflect on what it means to live 
and walk with God.  Format is small group 
reflection and study of 6-8 people.  This 
study is entitled– Life in Christ: Walking 
with God presents the moral teachings of the 
Catholic faith, beginning with the 
Beatitudes.  The 12 session topics are:  

The Beatitudes; Freedom and Responsibility 
of Human Acts; Conscience; Virtues; Sin, 
Mercy, and Moral Solidarity; Moral Law, 
Grace, and the Church; Love of God; 
Family; Safeguarding Life and Truth; 
Chastity and Love; On Earthly Goods, Love 
for the Poor; Human Fulfillment in Christ 

How do you register?  Obtain a registration 
form from the Narthex or 
www.stpauldamascus.org. Submit the 
completed form, and a check for the 
requested fee, to the parish office no later 
than March 5th.  Contact 253-5941 with 
questions.    

Religious Education  
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LENTEN BIBLE STUDY FOR TEENS:  
Meeting Monday nights 6:30-8:00pm in the 
Rectory, Starting February 22nd.  This is a 
GREAT Lenten commitment! 
  
 
CALLING ALL HIGH 
SCHOOL SENIORS!  Looking 
for a high-energy way to share 
your faith?  Consider being a leader 
for this year’s Fire and Ice retreat!  Contact 
Megan Moss (ym@stpauldamascus.org) if 
you are interested in being a part of this 
AMAZING retreat experience. 
  

 
8th – 12th grade! 
 It’s  coming … April 9 -11th. 
It’s  a  bird,  it’s  a  plane, 

it’s….FIRE & ICE !!  Go home, block off 
on your calendar AND keep checking back 
for    more details!    
 

 
 

 
PARISH LENTEN 

RETREAT 
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PARISH LECTURE:   Father Pierce will 
present a lecture on the basics of Christian 
moral theology on Tuesday, March 16th at 
7:30 p.m.  Moral  theology  is Father’s area 
of expertise. This lecture is open to all 
parishioners.  It  is an especially good way 
for  Why  Catholic  participants  to  enter  
into their 12 session study. 

 ----------------------------- 
 
 

SECOND WEEK OF LENT 
THE TRANSFIGURATION 

Jesus’ transfiguration 
was a moment of hope 
for the disciples, giving 
them the strength to 

endure the future sacrifices they would 
make as they formed the early Church.  
As we continue our journey with Catholic 
Relief Services’ Operation Rice Bowl, let 
us be mindful that our Lenten sacrifices 
help to give hope to our brothers and 
sisters in need. 

 
 TEENS AND COLLEGE  STUDENTS: Are you 
looking for a summer job or internship?  Have you 
checked out the listing posted on the People-4-
People section of our web under Social Concerns?  
It’s not too late. Check it out! 

 
  50+ CLUB will celebrate Saint Patrick’s 
Day with a catered luncheon provided by 
Renaissance Chef Catering Company at 
the  Church  Hall  on  Wednesday,   March 17 at 
1:00 p.m..  The menu is:  Corned Beef & Cabbage, 
Chicken Cordon Bleu, Boiled  Herbed  Potatoes,  
Fresh Garden Salad, Rolls & Butter.  All are 
welcome to dine with the 50+ Club.  The cost is 
$13.50, and by reservation only.  Call Harry 
Hammond  at 301-865-0975  by  March 8th       to 
reserve a seat.         

Around The Parish Youth Ministry 
 


